
ROMEO AND JULIET SOCRATIC SEMINAR GRADE SHEET 
NAME:_______________________________________  

 
QUESTIONS - Answer on a Separate Sheet (10 points)  

(Questions need to be in depth and thoughtful) 
1. Compare Romeo and Juliet to The Outsiders. Start with the plot/situation and the 

characters and include any other similarities (you should come up with at least 5). 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Think of other songs or stories that are similar to, the same as, or use elements of the 
story of Romeo and Juliet? Why do you think it has remained such a popular storyline 
over time? 

 
 
 
 

3. In your opinion, what is one of the most interesting themes (recurring messages or ideas) 
in Romeo and Juliet. Support it as a theme with at least 3 pieces of evidence from the text 
(at least one must be a quote). Do you agree with the theme? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 

4. Define one or more literary devices the author uses to make a particular point & say what 
affect this device had: 

 
 
 

5. Close-Ended Question – write a question about the text that will help everyone in the 
class come to an agreement about events or characters in the text.  This usually has a 
“correct” answer: 

 
 

6. Open-ended Question – Write an insightful question about the text that will require proof 
and group discussion and “construction of logic” to discover or explore the answer to the 
question: 

 
 

7. World Connection Question – write a question connecting the text to the real world: 
 
 

8. Create one more question for each level of questioning (1, 2, and 3). 



PARTICIPATION RUBRIC (20 points) 

Must speak at least 3 times to get any credit!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A  Level Participant 
 

● Participant offers enough solid analysis, without 
prompting, to move the conversation forward 

● Participant, through her comments, 
demonstrates a deep knowledge of the text and 
the question 

● Participant has come to the seminar prepared, 
with notes and a marked/annotated text 

● Participant, through her comments, shows that 
she is activity listening to other participants 

● Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up 
that extends the conversation 

● Participant’s remarks often refer back to 
specific parts of the text  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

B Level Participant  
 

● Participant offers solid analysis without 
prompting 

● Through comments, participant demonstrates a 
good knowledge of the text and the question 

● Participant has come to the seminar prepared, 
with notes and a marked/annotated text 

● *  Participant shows that he/she is actively 
listening to others and offers clarification and/or 
follow-up 

 
 
 
 
 

C Level Participant 
 

● Participant offers some analysis, but needs 
prompting to go further 

●  Through comments, participant demonstrates a 
general knowledge of the text and question 

● Participant is less prepared, with few notes and 
no marked/annotated text 

● Participant is actively listening to others, but 
does not offer clarification and/or follow-up to 
others’ comments 

● Participant relies more upon his or her opinion, 
and less on the text to drive his/her comments 

 
 
 
 
 

D or F Level Participant 
 

● Participant offers little commentary 
● Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared 

with little understanding of the text and 
questions 

● Participant does not listen to others, offers no 
commentary to further the discussion 

● Participant distracts the group by interrupting 
other speakers or by offering off topic questions 
and comments 

● *  Participant ignores the discussion and its 
participants 

 
 
 


